
  
 
 
A meeting of the Chili Planning Board was held on March 9, 2004 at the Chili Town Hall, 3333 Chili 
Avenue, Rochester, New York 14624 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was called to order by  Chairperson 
Don Faso. 
 
PRESENT:    John Hellaby, Dario Marchioni, Karen Cox, James Martin, John Nowicki and  

Don Faso. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Keith O'Toole, Assistant Counsel for the Town; Daniel Kress, Director of  

    Planning, Zoning and Development; David Lindsay, Town Engineer 
       Representative; Bill Arnold, Fire Department Liaison; Fred Trott, Traffic & 
       Safety Committee Liaison. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson Don Faso declared this to be a legally constituted meeting of the Chili Planning Board.  He 
explained the meeting's procedures and introduced the Board and front table.  He announced the fire 
safety exits. 
 
INFORMAL DISCUSSION: 
 
1.  Suburban Propane - appearing at the request and invitation of the Planning Board. 
 
          DON FASO:  The first item is informal discussion by Suburban Propane appearing at the request 
and invitation of the Planning Board.  The Planning Board, I believe it was in January, asked me to invite 
them in, and I talked to Dave (Dreis) in February and invited him in, and he graciously agreed to come 
and talk to us, so, Dave (Dreis), if you won't mind coming to the podium. 
          MR. DREIS:  David Dreis, D-r-e-i-s. 
          DON FASO:  Dave (Dreis), I guess I will start it off.  One of the things that prompted the 
invitation, the concern that a lot of people have at grade crossings, with the railroad, and of course there 
has been a tragic death in Henrietta and numerous failings of gates over the past few months, so I guess 
it kind of prompted or triggered in our own mind what would happen in a case where should the gates 
fail and a train hit a car, and if it is going eastbound, heading right towards Suburban Propane with 
tanks, a railroad car -- our concern is safety.  I realize that you were there first and the Town kind of 
grew up around you and now you have a town hall and    
library as your neighbor, and through no fault of your own you're in middle of metropolitan area.  I guess 
our concern is safety.  I am sure you have all kinds of stats and adhere to all kinds of safety records, but 
what kind of things do you plan for?  Do you have contingency plans for something like that?  I think 
when you and I talked you said that the railroad car is empty. 
          MR. DREIS:  Railroad car is now gone. Answer your first question first.  We do plan for 
contingencies, of course.  We have an emergency action plan that is a corporate policy that we have this 
plan.  It is monitored and put in place by our corporate safety people.  Annually we have a week-long 
safety week we call it, safety program where we go through safety procedures and what to do in case 
of X and how to deal with situations and so forth. 
          That, along with our monthly safety meeting that is on every -- once a month, is kind of the heart 
of our safety program. 
          All of our equipment is up to spec and meets all criteria.  We have the Fire Department come in 
on an annual basis and they do a walk-through our facility.  The FRA comes in every year, the Federal 
Railroad Administration comes in and checks the spur, checks our equipment and makes sure it meets 
all code. 
          DON FASO:  I didn't know that. 
          MR. DREIS:  Yes, they do.  That has been going on for as long as I have been here, for 12 
years.  They check that.  We also have to comply with all D.O.T. regulations in terms of all of our 



  
 
 
equipment, our trucks on the road.  For instance, you will notice we all stop before we cross the tracks, 
just like a school bus will. 
          DON FASO:  These days, so do I. 
          MR. DREIS:  Smart people do.  So we have a full range of safety programs that are in place to, 
you know, protect the citizens of Chili, and the general public. 
          DON FASO:  Bill (Arnold), does the Fire Department train at all at -- 
          BILL ARNOLD:  Periodically we go over and do a walk-through.  We have had the propane 
trucks down to our facilities to find out where the propane shut-offs are, the appropriate measures to 
take in the event of a leak.  We stay up pretty current with that.  We also have a preplan in case 
something happens at their facility, we know what we're looking at.  We have emergency contact 
numbers.  We stay in pretty good touch with each other.  I think they run a very safe operation there 
and in the unlikely event that a car should get hit at that grade crossing, I think we would be able to 
handle that emergency fairly easily.  Actually, I think the way you're situated, I'm not saying it is not 
going to happen, but usually when a car is struck, usually it stays on the same side the car was struck 
on, so it would be on the opposite side of the tracks.  Very rarely train heading eastbound would push a 
car over into their facility.  We had cars struck at the other grade crossing down closer to Cedars of 
Chili.  So it can happen, but I think we're fairly well covered. 
          DON FASO:  Was that the staged one? 
          BILL ARNOLD:  That was a staged one and actually we had one there I think -- I can't 
remember when that was, but we did stage one there as well. 
          DON FASO:  I remember the staged one.  
          BILL ARNOLD:  Most recently we had one on Union Street as well, too.  A car got hit there 
this past June. 
          KAREN COX:  At the at-grade crossing? 
          BILL ARNOLD:  Yes.  That had nothing to do with the failure of the grade crossing. 
          DON FASO:  That was driver stupidity? 
          BILL ARNOLD:  Well, yes. 
          KAREN COX:  In a way of speaking. 
          MR. DREIS:  I will agree with what you say.  We work closely with the Chili Fire Department as 
well as the other fire departments in the area.  We have trained over 650 fire fighters in the Monroe 
County area ourselves out of our facility.  They all have a pretty good idea where we stand and what we 
do.  I have gotten calls in the middle of the night from folks in the Fire Department, dispatch.  We'll 
come down and go through like suspected gas odor if somebody drives by. 
          DON FASO:  At this facility? 
          MR. DREIS:  Yes.  It is rare it ever happens, but we have a real good relationship with them.  
          DON FASO:  Do you ever get calls anywhere in the County for leaking or suspected leaking 
propane tanks someplace? 
          MR. DREIS:  Yes.  You just deal with them on priority basis.  That is obviously our first call that 
you go take care of right away. 
          JAMES MARTIN:  There is no doubt your safety record is impeccable, and certainly discussion 
of all of the things that you do is well in order.  I just wonder about the vulnerability of your large storage 
tanks there to any kind of a -- let's say a major derailment by a train going through that crossing.  Are 
they impervious to let's say high-powered rifle shot? I mean those types of things that could conceivably, 
you know, do something to those tanks to rupture their integrity, which I think then would be a major 
problem as opposed to minor problem.  It is not one of those little canisters leaking.  You would have a 
huge tank leaking. That is my question, as to how, you know, impervious are those tanks to a major 
type of impact? 
          MR. DREIS:  Well, let me take it a piece at a time.  To go back to your first comment about the 
structure of the tank and getting hit by a car or whatever, in that case, these tanks have internal valves 
that will automatically close off if a line ruptures.  It is an excess flow system that if the gas comes out 
too fast, it will snap close so no more gas can come.  Even if the tank was to come off its pier, which 
would take a pretty big impact to do that, the tank's valving should all close.  We do close the manual 
valves at night, as well.  The only time they're open is when we're working in the yard. 
          As far as it withstanding a gunshot, I guess that would depend on, you know, the caliber of the 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  


