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CHILI ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
    December 17, 2019

A meeting of the Chili Zoning Board was held on December 17, 2019 at the Chili Town Hall, 
3333 Chili Avenue, Rochester, New York  14624 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was called to order 
by Chairperson Adam Cummings.

PRESENT:  Mark Merry, Fred Trott, James Valerio, James Wiesner and Chairperson 
Adam Cummings.

ALSO PRESENT: Eric Stowe, Assistant Town Counsel; Paul Wanzenried, Building 
Department Manager.  

Chairperson Adam Cummings declared this to be a legally constituted meeting of the Chili 
Zoning Board.  He explained the meeting's procedures and introduced the Board and front table.  
He announced the fire safety exits.  

1. Application of Palmer Food Services, 900 Jefferson Road, Rochester, New York 14623
for variance to allow fuel storage tanks to be 65 ft. from front lot line (Scottsville Road)
(75 ft. required) and parking in front setback where parking is not allowed at property
located at 171 Weidner Road in G.B. zone.  

Ed Parrone, Mike Yager, Mike Vernille and Keith Frank were present to represent the 
application.  

MR. PARRONE:  Good evening.  My name is Ed Parrone from Parrone Engineering.  I 
think Sandy (Hewlett) knows where our address is or hopefully she does.  

With me this evening, is our Project Engineer, Mike Yager to my far left and two 
representatives from Palmer Food.  Mike Vernille, the second next to Mike (Yager), and Keith 
Frank from Palmer Foods are along with me this evening.  

As you indicated, we are looking for relief on two variances, as well.  As a preface, we 
were before the Planning Board last week and received preliminary and final site plan approval 
for the installation of three tanks:  One 20,000 gallon and another 1,000 gallon and the last 1600 
gallons.  As well as some additional parking on Weidner Road, which we're here before you for 
this evening.  

It is correct the 20,000 gallon tank is approximately 65 feet from the front setback.  We do 
need relief of 10 feet for the -- meeting the requirements of 75 feet.  

And to the -- we'll call it to the far eastern portion of the site -- there was an addition of 42 
parking spaces.  I will just point them out to the Board here on this drawing -- that were 
constructed and actually the pavement was there, and we added some additional pavement 
adjacent to the property line.  42 spaces that are in the front setback.  

Some years back in 2001, I believe, we did receive relief for front setback parking along 
Weidner Road, which was in front of the existing building.  So this is a continuation of relief on 
the parking in that particular area.  

So we are here for those two variances -- variances.  The Planning Board did condition 
their approval pending your approval for those variance requests.  So with that, I'm going to keep 
my yapper shut and answer any questions you have for us.  

JAMES WIESNER:  I will just clarify, so the front parking is on Weidner Road and not 
Scottsville Road.  For some reason I thought it was Scottsville Road.  

MR. PARRONE:  Weidner Road, that is the one.  The concrete parking on Scottsville 
Road does meet the setback requirements.  

MARK MERRY:  Mr. Parrone, page 2 of your application, can I bring your attention to 
Number 1?  

MR. PARRONE:  Yes. 
MARK MERRY:  First paragraph, last sentence.  "Moving the location of fuel station, 

although possible, may prevent the tractor-trailers" -- what is meant by "may"? 
MR. PARRONE:  May prevent the tractor trailers. 
MARK MERRY:  Can you elaborate on that statement, please?  
MR. PARRONE:  I guess the only explanation I can give for that, the location where we 

are proposing, in actuality where it is, if it was to be moved, would cause a different 
configuration on how we can manipulate the vehicles around the parking area.  So to bring it 
back, this would cause a flow of traffic that would cause some difficulty with us moving 
tractor-trailers in and out.  That's the -- that's the reason why I said "may." 

MARK MERRY:  Reconfiguration could be made. 
MR. PARRONE:  Could potentially be made.  
MARK MERRY:  Okay.  
MR. PARRONE:  Potentially could be made.  
MARK MERRY:  That's all I have.  Thank you.  
MR. PARRONE:  You're welcome.  
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ADAM CUMMINGS:  Along those lines, by the potentially could be made, in that same 
vicinity or somewhere else?  

MR. PARRONE:  It would have to stay in that vicinity.  We can't fuel any other place on 
the site.  The way the tractor-trailers -- I will give you a brief overview of how the tractor-trailers 
do come in.  

The trailers will come in in this way (indicating).  They operate this way (indicating).  
They actually come around here (indicating).  They get fueled, they come back this way 
(indicating) and they exit all of the way around the building, out to here (indicating), back to 
Weidner -- or back to Scottsville.  I'm sorry.  

ADAM CUMMINGS:  By going down. 
MR. PARRONE:  That's correct.  
FRED TROTT:  I have a couple of questions.  Where is the fueling pump?  
MR. PARRONE:  It's fueled right here (indicating).  
FRED TROTT:  So is this going to be on one side?  
MR. PARRONE:  One side.  Right here (indicating).  Three tanks in a row.  
FRED TROTT:  Usually tanks -- tractor-trailers have a tank on both sides. 
MR. PARRONE:  Not in this case.  It's one side. 
FRED TROTT:  You only have one side. 
MR. PARRONE:  One-sided.  Presently right now they have to bring fuel on-site.  They 

have to fuel -- they have 28 vehicles that are fueled on a day-to-day basis here.  So they bring 
fuel on-site.  This is obviously a more economical approach for them to have their own 
personal -- have their own facility here now.  

MARK MERRY:  I have a couple more questions on the site plan, if I may. 
ADAM CUMMINGS:  Go ahead.  
MARK MERRY:  Mr. Parrone, is there a reason why you said -- when you said it could be 

reconfigured, why that station couldn't be brought closer to the facility?  
MR. PARRONE:  Um, then we would have -- to bring it closer to the facility, we would 

have a definite difficult time to make the turn for those vehicles.  We would not be able to do 
that.  The farther we move these to the -- to the building here (indicating), we would have a very 
difficult time of trying to negotiate these tractor-trailers.  We have -- we went through that 
exercise and maybe Mike (Vernille) can explain it a little bit more why that was the case.  

MR. VERNILLE:  It's one-way traffic through there.  That is one of the reasons we left it 
up in the front and out of the way.  We kept -- we continued to keep the trailer parking right in 
the middle.  So it -- that was -- that was the whole reason for that spot.  

MARK MERRY:  Is there any chance of accidental combustion of these tanks?  
MR. PARRONE:  There is a containment for each tank.  They have their own tub, if you 

will, as we explained to the Planning Board last week.  If there is a spill, take the 20,000 gallon 
tank, it has a 25,000 gallon bathtub, if you will, that not only can take the 20,000 gallons, if there 
is a spill, but also rainwater.  The same is true with the 1,000 gallon. 

ADAM CUMMINGS:  Can I interrupt real quick?  I think a concise answer I would like to 
hear, as long as you meet DEC and EPA bulk storage regulations, I feel that that would suffice.  I 
don't want to elaborate too much on technical details.  We're really trying to hear the variance to 
have them close to the front lot line.  

MR. PARRONE:  That would be fine.  We have to go through all of the DEC 
requirements.  We have to provide a Spill Prevention Plan.  That is part of the Planning Board's 
requirements, which we are in the process of giving to the Town Engineer and it has to go to 
DEC.  We have already made -- there has already been a partial submission to DEC already with 
pre-application, so we're already in that process.  

ADAM CUMMINGS:  And then in terms of -- I think what Mr. Merry is trying to ask, is 
there any other alternative locations, understanding that you have got traffic patterns with 
tractor-trailers?  And as Mr. Trott brought up, which I think you have recognized, which -- which 
side of the vehicle they would be on.  Did you see any other places that means you wouldn't have 
to have the setback or the variance request for the front setback?  

MR. PARRONE:  I think Mike (Vernille) indicated there is really no other location on-site 
to do this properly.  This is the best location for us to do it.  It's unfortunate that the tank was 
installed.  The tank was set at -- was -- and apparently felt it was at the 75 feet when we actually 
physically located it.  Was not 75 feet.  The burden -- there was a tremendous financial burden.  
So the closer you move it to the building, the more difficult it is for tractor-trailers to move in 
and out.  

ADAM CUMMINGS:  Is that where you were heading on that one?  
MARK MERRY:  I'm good.  Thank you, Mr. Parrone.  
MR. PARRONE:  Thank you.  

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None.

Fred Trott made a motion to close the Public Hearing portion of this application and James 
Valerio seconded the motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion to close the Public 
Hearing.

The Public Hearing portion of this application was closed at this time.

ADAM CUMMINGS:  These are both front setbacks, but I would ask the Board, would 
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you like to separate these out or keep them combined?  My preference is to lean it towards 
separate.

JAMES WIESNER:  I would agree.  They're for two totally different. 
ADAM CUMMINGS:  They're both front setback, but they're two totally different.  
So we will be splitting this one up.  We'll call it 1A as the front setback for the fuel storage 

tanks and 1B will be for the front parking.  
JAMES WIESNER:  This requirement for the fuel tanks, is that just because of the -- the 

zone it is in or is it true across every area of Town?  
ADAM CUMMINGS:  For what?  I -- 
JAMES WIESNER:  For 75 feet. 
ADAM CUMMINGS:  I think it's any -- correct me if I am wrong, Paul (Wanzenried), but 

it is because we're deeming it to be a structure, so they're -- so they're having a built structure put 
within the 75 foot front setback.  So it is similar to like a porch would be.  

JAMES WIESNER:  Okay. 
ADAM CUMMINGS:  You're within the front setback. 
JAMES WIESNER:  I looked down the road at some of the other fueling tanks and they're 

not that far off the road, so that is why I was wondering why -- 
ADAM CUMMINGS:  I believe the past -- Paul (Wanzenried) is not over there -- I believe 

the past practice was those weren't viewed built structures in years -- years past and then the new 
definition came in.  

Paul (Wanzenried), would you agree with that?  
PAUL WANZENRIED:  Yep.  
ERIC STOWE:  Just for SEQR purposes, I think we can forego the lead agency designation 

because there was not a coordinated review with the Planning Board application.  

Adam Cummings made a motion, based on evidence and information presented at this meeting, 
to determine the application to be an Unlisted Action with no significant environmental impact, 
and James Wiesner seconded the motion.  The Board all voted yes on the motion.

James Valerio made a motion to approve Application 1A with no conditions, and Mark Merry 
seconded the motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion. 

DECISION: Unanimously approved by a vote of 5 yes with no conditions and the following
finding of fact was cited:

1. The requested variance is minor in nature and will not hinder any visual
line of sight or traffic issues for vehicles along Scottsville Road.

James Wiesner made a motion to approve the Application 1B with no conditions, and Fred Trott 
seconded the motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion.  

DECISION: Unanimously approved by a vote of 5 yes with no conditions and the following
finding of fact was cited:

1. Requested variance will not change the character of the neighborhood.
there are several other properties along Weidner Road in this area which 
have parking fronting the road and is industrial in nature.  

2. Application of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Beach, owner; 2317 Scottsville Road, Scottsville,
New York 14546 for variance to allow total square footage of garage area, including a 
new 24' x 36' detached garage to be 1,384 sq. ft. (1,200 sq. ft. allowed) at property located
at 2317 Scottsville Road in AC zone.  

Thomas Beach was present to represent application.  

MR. BEACH:  I'm Tom Beach, 2317 Scottsville Road.  I'm here tonight to apply for a 
variance to build a 24 by 36 foot pole barn, as they call it, garage, or whatever they -- whatever 
you want to... 

I recently purchased two acres of land from my neighbor next door, Doris Krenzer, who 
sold her property -- actually, I heard today they sold everything over there, so she is very happy.  

Anyway, I wound up with two acres of that property.  The reason being, I'm kind of a quasi 
farmer.  I grow vegetables and sell them on my farm stand in front of my house.  For years I grew 
vegetables on my neighbor's property, but when she decided to sell, I thought I better buy some 
land, because depending on who moves in, I could be moved out.  

So I was successful in purchasing the two acres of land.  
And the reason for the 24 by 36 pole barn is because I do have some small equipment to 

use to grow my vegetables, and I'm running out of room in my garage.  I can't hardly get my car 
in there.  And we have drawn the proposed location for the garage to be in accordance with the 
setback from Scottsville Road.  

There are no neighbors anywhere around me that I would think would have any 
disagreement with me doing this.  The farmer, David Krenzer, he is going to continue to grow his 
crops on even my property and so that's -- that's the gist of it.  And I would love to see this pole 
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barn for my storage.  
ADAM CUMMINGS:  Okay.
PAUL WANZENRIED:  He got the variance for the undersized lots last month.  He got 

Planning Board approval for the subdivision of three lots.  All good.  
ADAM CUMMINGS:  Okay.  

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None.  

James Valerio made a motion to close the Public Hearing portion of this application and Fred 
Trott seconded the motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion to close the Public 
Hearing.

The Public Hearing portion of this application was closed at this time.

ADAM CUMMINGS:  One condition of approval will be the need for a building permit.  
MR. BEACH:  Yes.  Which I have actually begun to submit to Paul (Wanzenried).  
ADAM CUMMINGS:  That's good. 

Adam Cummings made a motion to declare the Board lead agency as far as SEQR, and based on 
evidence and information presented at this meeting, determined the application to be a Type II 
Action with no significant environmental impact, and James Valerio seconded the motion.  The 
Board all voted yes on the motion.

Mark Merry made a motion to approve the application with a condition, and James Wiesner 
seconded the motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion. 

DECISION:   Unanimously approved by a vote of 5 yes with the following condition:

1. The requested variance is minor in nature and is located on the site
meeting the necessary setback requirements.  

James Valerio made a motion to approve the 11/26/19 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 
minutes, and Mark Merry seconded the motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion.

Adam Cummings made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and James Valerio seconded the 
motion.  All Board members were in favor of the motion.

The Board congratulated and wished James Valerio good luck in his new position with the Town 
Board.

The meeting ended at 7:29 p.m.


